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First Florida Chapter 
Military Vehicle Preservation Association 

Established in 1976, the non-profit MVPA is dedicated to providing an international 
organization for military vehicle enthusiasts, historians, preservationists and  

collectors interested in the acquisition, restoration, preservation, safe operation 
and public education of historic military transport 
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The Quarterly Newsletter of the First Florida Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association 
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2019 Dues are DUE. 
Thanks to those that paid. 

Remember, dues are 
 $30.00 / year  

This year, you get our new 
Challenge Coin 

Even if renewing, please use the 
current application form within 

this newsletter and send it to the 
Secretary, so the Roster can  

remain current. 

 First Florida Chapter of the 
MVPA 3rd Quarter Business 
Meeting and Display 31 Aug 
2019 11-3PM   

 
Mission BBQ 1504 Brandon Blvd, Brandon, 
FL 33511. Suncoast Region will be hosting 
this gathering of the Club leadership. So 
Bring your vehicles and join Dave Thomas 
the Club President for Lunch/ 3rd quarter 
meeting for club updates and discussion of 
is-sues. While we are there, we will have our 
vehicles on display to the public. We will 
have 15 spaces for our vehicles more if 
needed. Trailer parking is available. RSVP 
FCC Con Douglas Suzukovich                   
suzunbc@gmail.com or call 813-361-7849  
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President’s Report 

  
 I hope everyone is doing well. Please read the minutes from the last meeting we had at Green Cove 
Springs to catch up on club news. There have been a lot of parades and events going on and more are 
scheduled for the near future, so please continue to support these scheduled events. 
I have been working with the Market of Marion trying to get dates and times for the fall show, but a prob-
lem has come up. Most of you know that an uninvited guest, Mr. Hugh Townsend, came to the Market of 
Marion show in the fall of 2017. He had a fall that resulted in an injury. He then sued the Market of Mari-
on and the FFC MVPA. He has settled with the Market and now is coming after the FFC MVPA. 
Because of this incident the Market has suspended camping for the vendors. Due to the hardship this 
would put on our vendors, we must cancel the fall show at the Market of Marion. We are trying to find a 
new place for the fall show, but time is running out, as we need advertisement information completed for 
the event by June 20th. The show would have been October 4th, 5th, and 6th.  
Please let me know if anyone has an idea of a location that we could have the show. It must be able to sup-
port the tanks. One idea that has been proposed is that we get together for a club cookout. Please contact 
me with any ideas. Please continue supporting our events and pray for our troops. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Dave Thomas 
President, FFC MVPA. 

Update 

 FFC Event 4 thru 6 October 2019-Friday thru Sunday. FFC’s Fall Military Vehicle Show and Swap Meet   

Hosted by First Florida Chapter of the MVPA and World War 2 Armor. Museum of North Florida 1 Bunker 

Ave, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043-8310 

All military vehicles - Original, Motor Pool, and Modified - are welcome! No charge to enter yourvehicle 

to be displayed. Admission is by donation. Setup is on the 4th  Vehicles will be displayed on the perimeter 

of the grounds with vendors located in the middle. The show runs from 8AM to 5PM Friday and Saturday, 

then 8AM-2PM Sunday. Breakdown and cleanup is on Sunday the 6th Trophies will be awarded for “Top 

20”, “Best Display”, “Market Pick”, and “Best of Show”. Best of Show”. 

Vendors: Setup is on the 4th from 10:00 to 5PM. Breakdown and cleanup is on the 6th Outside vendor 

spaces are 20’ x 20’ Spaces are assigned on arrival; first come, first serve. Contact Frank Cashman, 904-

219-7998, nb1337@comcast.net/ for more information 
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 Meeting Minutes -First Florida Chapter –MVPA  
 
Topics –Routine Business, Treasurer Election, HQ MVPA Representation  Date: 18 May 2019  
Location: Military Museum of North Florida, Green Cove Springs, FL  
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:00pm by Chapter President Dave Thomas.  
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Tim Thomas conducted the opening prayer.  
There were 18 members in attendance  
 
President‟s Report:  
 
1.Dave Thomas started the meeting long-time member Charlie Hildebrant Suffered an injuring fall and is 
currently in a rehab center. Contact information was available after the meeting.  
 
2.(2nd report) The Markets of Marion has settled a suit resulting from non-member‟s injury that occurred 
during the 2017 Fall Show and Swap Meet. That individual has now claimed against the FFC, but our insur-
ance is bushing back. There will be impacts to future events at this venue, mainly regarding overnight camp-
ing –the extent is to be determined.  
 
3.Dave will be attending the MVPA National Reunion in York, PA; asked if others were planning to attend.  
 
4.The MVPA HQ has taken notice of the FFC and the events we put on; so much so that they want an FFC 
member on the HQ board of directors. FFC members expressing interest do not have the required member-
ship experience. However, the concept of Associate Board membership is being evaluated. See NEW BUSI-
NESS –MEMBER RESPONSES REQUESTED.  
 
5.Roger Francis did an OUTSTANDING job coordinating the Military Family appreciation event held in 
Kissimmee the weekend of 11 May. The event requirements were “fluid”, but all issues were resolved and all 
members who attended had a good time. The host and sponsors were favorable impressed and stated they 
want us back, and the spectators enjoyed seeing our vehicles.  
 
Vice President:  
 
Dan Simmons reported on the October 25-26 Florida Forest Festival. FFC members are again encouraged to 
participate in Saturday‟s parade and display. Those attending will be fed Friday evening and Saturday after 
the parade. Secure staging is available at the Perry airport, adjacent to the festival site.  
Secretary‟s Report  
 
1.The Board has renewed FCC‟s affiliation with the national MVPA and our non-profit status and registra-
tion with the State of Florida.  
 
2.The Roster is continuously being updated.  
 
Treasurer‟s Report:  
 
1. The account balance per the April statement was $17,789.24. Two checks, for design and printing of the 
new FFC-MVPA / WWII Armor brochure, were issued after the statement.  
  
.  
 
 

Secretary Report 
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 - continued - 
 Area Coordinator Reports:  
 
Northern region:  
1.Frank Cashman reported there were 17 vehicles participating in the Opening of the Beaches parade in 
Jacksonville Beach, four jeeps were on display at the military appreciation golf tournament at the South 
Hampton Golf course on May 17.  
 
2.Over the Memorial day weekend, Northern region members will be participating in a festival and parade in 
Palatka and a living history display at Fort Clinch.  
 
3.The Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp baseball team will be hosting a military appreciation event at the ballpark 
on May 30.  
 
4.Frank pointed out the great support he has from co-coordinators Eric Leirvik and Alexander Watkins, and 
the quality email notices that Alexander sends out –Thanks to both.  
 
Central-East region / website administrator:  
 
1.The web page has had over 226,000 hits. The Facebook page is getting a lot of attention as well.  
 
2.Members will participate in Memorial day parades in Sanford and Cocoa, FL, and an upcoming Honor 
Flight event.  
 
New Business:  
 
1.Elections -Bridget Leirvic (assistant manager of a Wells Fargo branch) was elected as Treasurer. She will 
soon be added to the account, and the turn-over will follow the annual audit by members, to take place at the 
next meeting.  
 
2.The Westgate resort has invited the FFC and WWII Armor to utilize their 1000 acre River ranch site for 
some type of event. This is a result of our participation in their event in Kissimmee. Discussions will soon 
take place.  
 
3.Members present approved the current Secretary / Treasurer to hire assistance as needed to get the FFC 
forms prepared to submit to the IRS for federal tax exempt status.  
 
4.See President’s Report re. HQ representation. To further help the national MVPA Board amend 
their rules to add Associate Board Member position(s) to the Board, members are requested to send 
suggested justifications and / or reasons for such positions to the FFC Secretary 
(stantr6@comcast.net). The Secretary will gather them and compose a letter to the national proposing 
such a change to the bylaws. The desire is to have both FFC and WWII Armor represented.  
 
5.The national MVPA has taken notice of the activities taking place within the FFC, so much so that it has 
been suggested that we host a MVPA National Convention. Additionally, contacts were made at the Kis-
simmee event with Orlando area individuals that could help with sponsors. For this to take place, the in-
volvement of more than a few members will be required. This will be a huge event, with a lot of „moving 
parts‟ that cannot be left to only a few individuals to handle.  
 
6.In addition to changing our IDs, the club will shop for lanyards with FFC-MVPA on them.  
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 2:15 p.m.  
Minutes prepared and submitted by: _______/S/_____________________/_27 March 2019____  
Stan A. Kinmonth  
FFC-MVPA Secretary  
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A Note from the Secretary / Treasurer 17 June 2019  

  
 In the distant past, the FFC-MVPA had obtained an Employer Identification Number (EIN) from the Inter-

nal Revenue Service (IRS). Since then, as I understand it, there was some form of reporting to the IRS. 

But, since 2011 or 2012, per the IRS, there has been no reporting. Last year, as Treasurer, I started receiv-

ing emails from companies offering to file our IRS Form 990 for us; which raised the question “What it a 

Form 990 ?” (It is a form non-profits must file each year)  

At the March 2019 meeting, I was authorized to contact the IRS and ascertain our status. I contacted the 

IRS, inquired as to our status, and was told what publications to read. After reviewing those documents, I 

reported back at the May 2019 meeting that we had to apply for one of the tax exempt status categories. 

That led to more calls to the IRS and more documentation and instructions to go through. Long story short, 

I did so, and in consultation with the other Board members, it was agreed that we would seek a 501©3 des-

ignation. That paperwork has been prepared and submitted.  

However, the research and discussions with the IRS highlighted the need to make some changes to our By-

laws. Specifically, our purpose, which has been history education through the display of our vehicles, was 

reworded to show that as the primary objective – as per MVPA’s motto “History in Motion”. Another re-

quired change is that the Bylaws be signed by two officers.  

While editing, it seemed prudent to incorporate some other “housekeeping” items; incorporating the Oper-

ations Manager position established at the March meeting, distributing proposed Bylaw changes via the 

newsletter, and minor tweaks to the Secretary and Treasurer positions.  

The draft bylaws contained within this newsletter reflect those changes. Please forward any comments to 

me at stantr6@comcast.net before 31 July, 2019, or the next meeting, whichever comes first. Also  Bridget 

Leirvic was recently elected Treasurer, the hand off will take place as soon as the annual audit by member-

ship is completed, hopefully sometime in July.  

UPDATE:  We are now officially a TAX-EXEMPT organization.  On Saturday, 13 July 2019, FFC 

President Dave Thomas received a letter from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) granting the FFC-

MVPA 501(c)3 Tax Exempt status.  Our tax exempt status became effective 17 June 2019, but the 

notice wasn’t prepared until 5 July, and only received a few days ago. 

Our bylaws require an inventory of FCC assets; now, so does the IRS.  We have the large tent, two 

pop-ups, miscellaneous chairs, signage, banners, etc. in a club-owned trailer stored at Dave Thomas’ 

house.  An external hard drive, archive records including application / renewal forms, two club ban-

ners, and a laminating machine with supplies is in Secretary Stan Kinmonth’s custody. 

If any member has something belonging to the club, please notify the Secretary at stan-

tr6@comcast.net 

Thanks,  

Stan Kinmonth  

FFC-MVPA Secretary   
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News Letter Editors Notes 

 All 

Its been a busy few months and apologize for this being late. Westgate was a huge success for us, Fall Ral-

ly is on at a New location, Dave Thomas and Frank Cashman are the lead. Although Flyer has been pub-

lished they are currently working on a few surprises that will make it even more successful.   FCC 3rd 

Quarter Business  Meeting will be held in the Suncoast Region for the first time at Mission BBQ in Bran-

don Fl. So come and join us, bring your vehicle or yourselves. Food is great and we will have 15 spaces to 

display our vehicles for the Tampa Bay area to see. Earlier email went out with the propose changes to the 

FFC By Laws. This was necessary due to the change in our nonprofit status as we are now a 501-3C.     

Finally between all the parades and other activities over the Memorial Day Weekend, the Chapter had over 

70 vehicles on the road.  The Chapter is successful because of you the vehicle owners/members and be-

cause of this we have been noticed by the National MVPA. This has helped us in two ways, We been asked 

to have a presence on the National Board and the possibility of the Nation Convention to Central Florida. 

Once again this is because of all of you. 

 

 Douglas H. Suzukovich                          
Suncoast Regional  Coordinator             
First Florida Chapter of the MVPA         
suzunbc@gmail.com                              
Cell 813-361-7849                             
https://www.facebook.com/FFCMVPA/ 
http://www.flmvpa.org/ 

mailto:suzunbc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/FFCMVPA/
http://www.flmvpa.org/
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FFC-MVPA Challenge Coins 

POLICY 

With the recovery of missing funds, the organization is now able to step things up a bit.   One thing suggested 

and voted on at the August business meeting was the design and purchase of Challenge Coins. 

 

400 coins were ordered and received in time for the Fall Show and Swap Meet at The Markets of Marion in 
Belleview.   

 

Beginning with receipt of 2019 dues (remember, we operate on a calendar year basis): 

1.  Renewed Paid members will receive 1 (one) coin per membership (Regular, Family or Associate). 

2. Active Military (exempt from dues) will receive one coin per membership. 

3. New Paid members joining on or after January 1, 2019 will receive one coin per membership. 

4. Paid FFC members may purchase additional coins at $5.00 / each. 

5. Coins will be offered for sale to non-members for $10.00 / each. 

Those members who paid their 209 dues at the Show and Swap Meet received their coins. 

The coins will NOT be issued every year for renewals – and skipping 2020 dues and returning in 2021 doesn’t 
make you a “new” member. 

Coins may be awarded in lieu of plaques at the Rally (i.e. Top 10) – If you renew in 2019 AND win a Top 10 
at the rally, you may go home with two coins. 

Additionally, as in the uniformed services, coins may be used as awards or given in gratitude for services or 
other support to the organization.  Such awarding of coins will have to be approved by the Board.  Regional 
Coordinators will be issued 4 (four) additional coins per year for such awards, but are cautioned to avoid be-
ing overly generous with them as once they are gone, they won’t be replaced until the following year. 

The decision to purchase additional coins will be made depending on the financial impact these initial 400 
coins have on the organization. 
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FFC-MVPA Policy  
Interaction with Other Entities 

 
Individual members, including the Board members and Executive Committee members, are sometimes 

approached by individuals representing another organization, a business, or some other entity seeking to 

interact with the Chapter in more than an individual   

membership role.   

 

Invitations / requests to attend or participate in a function shall be brought to the attention of the Regional 

Coordinator, who will assist or coordinate in accordance with Article VI, Section 7 of the Bylaws.  As 

used herein, function includes parade, show, trail ride, rally, or similar one-time event.  The transfer of 

funds between the event organizer and any individual member that chooses to participate (.ie. reimburse-

ment for fuel, entry fee for a show, etc.) is STRICTLY between the individual member and the other enti-

ty; the Chapter is not involved. 

 

However, any such communication that involves the Chapter receiving funds or payment of funds, even if 

reimbursement is stated, MUST be presented to the Board before discussions go any further.  Additionally, 

ANY offer to be a sponsor, event partner, or other arrangement in any way binding the other entity to the 

Chapter MUST be presented to the Board before engaging in further discussions. 
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FIRST FLORIDA CHAPTER MVPA REENACTORS RULES AND  
REQUIREMENTS 

 
The First Florida Chapter (FFC) of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association (MVPA) sponsored events require 
all Reenactors to register and adhere to this code of conduct. All registered reenactors must dress in the era-
appropriate attire, e.g. WWII events require WWII-era dress, Vietnam events require Vietnam-era dress, etc. 
 
 
For WWII events the following WWII impressions will be allowed to take part and set up at the event: 

U.S. Army – European Theater of Operations, 1944-1945 
British/Commonwealth Army – European Theater of Operations, 1944-1945 
German Wehrmacht (Heer, Luftwaffe, SS) – Western Front, 1944-1945 
French Resistance – 1944-1945 

 
 

NON-REGISTERED REENACTORS WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE EVENT. LAW ENFORCEMENT 
WILL BE ON SITE TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE AND TAKE ALL STEPS NECESSARY TO DO SO. 

 

GENERAL RULES 
 
Registration: 

All decisions of the event coordinators and Unit Commanders are final. The Event Coordinators have the ulti-
mate say on all matters. 

 
All participants MUST be Pre-Registered by the announced registration dates. NO WALK ONS!  Partici-

pants must present a picture ID at the check-in desk for validation of registration and be issued proof of 
registration (wristband, other items).  Proof of registration must be carried by the participate at all times.  
Failure to present proof of registration will result in ejection from the event. 

 
Individuals desiring to participate in the event must fall in with one of the Recognized Units (U.S., British/

Commonwealth, German, or French Resistance) and their commanders. Attendees do NOT need to wear 
the Uniform and Insignia of the Recognized Units, but will be under the command of the Recognized 
Units. Uniform requirements will be at the discretion of the commanders of the Recognized Units. 
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The Recognized Units for the event and the commanders and points of contact for the same, will be announced 

along with the general registration announcement. At present the following Recognized Units have been ap-
proved to participate in the MVPA FFC Sponsored Events: 

 
WW2 Armor= John Thomas-941-718-0813 
 
41st Armored Infantry Regiment= Jim Hooks-407-595-6628 
 
Able Company, 48th AMB= Nicki Harvey-812-774-7960 
 
211th Panzer Grenadier Regiment= Jeff Lambert-904-408-1669 
 
6th SS Gebirgsjager Divison= Micheal Belanger-727-686-7077 
 
Again, individuals and groups not on the Recognized Units list are welcome and encouraged to attend if (a) 

approved by a Recognized Unit, and (b) are willing to fall in under the command and coordination of the ap-
proving Recognized Unit. 

Camp or Overnight Billetingthere is any question as to how this individual conduct’s, or may      conduct them-

selves, do not sponsor him/her. 

The Event Coordinators, Property Owners, and Recognized Units may not allow other units and individuals to 
participate in the Events. This can be due to factors such as, but not limited to: 

Unprofessional Conduct at Events or in Forums 
Illegal Activities 
Or any other reason deemed necessary for the sanctity of the preservation of history, the commemoration 

and honoring of veterans, and the safety of the reenactors and attendees 
 

Any Individual Reenactor who wishes to attend may contact any of the Recognized Units and request Sponsor-
ship for the event. Unit Membership is not required and subject to the decision by the Recognized Units. 

 
The Commanders of the Recognized Units have full discretion with regards to unit membership and sponsorship 

of non-members, and are wholly and solely responsible for the behavior of those who fall-in under their com-
mand, members and non-members alike. 

 
Established Recognized Units who sponsor non-member(s) re-enactors: 

(a) The Sponsoring Unit is Responsible for the Individual being sponsored in regards to: 
Behavior During & After the Event on Event Grounds 
Camp or Overnight Billeting 
Individual’s Proper Uniform & Equipment 
Individual’s Conduct during the battle 
 
NOTE: If there is any question as to how this individual conduct’s, or may conduct themselves, do not sponsor 

him/her. 
 

GENERAL RULES OF CONDUCT FOR EVENT 
 

NO ILLEGAL ACTIVITY IS CONDONED OR PERMITTED, ALL CRIMINAL ACTIVITY WILL BE RE-
PORTED TO THE POLICE, AND BOTH CIVIL AND CRIMINAL PROSECUTION WILL BE PUR-
SUED. NO EXECPTIONS, NO WARNINGS. COMMIT A CRIME AND YOU WILL BE ARRESTED. 

 
NO LIVE AMMUNITION AT THE EVENT 
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ALL WEAPONS AND BLANKS WILL BE SAFETY CHECKED EVERY MORNING BY THE RECOG-
NIZED UNIT COMMANDERS OR THEIR DESIGNEES. THE EVENT COORDINATORS WILL BE 
ADVISED OF THIS DAILY. THOSE WHO FAIL THE WEAPON SAFETY CHECK, OR FAIL TO AT-
TEND, WILL BE FORBIDDEN FROM EVENT PARTICIPATION AND MAY BE REQUIRED TO 
LEAVE THE EVENT. 

 
AUTHENTICITY CHECKS AT THE SAME TIME AS WEAPONS FOR PROPER UNIFORM, SHAVE, AND 

HAIRCUT. THOSE WHO FAIL THE AUTHENTICITY CHECK WILL BE FORBIDDEN FROM 
EVENT PARTICIPATION AND MAY BE REQUIRED TO LEAVE THE EVENT. 

 
TENTS SET UP IN THE DISPLAY, AND BATTLE AREA, MUST MAINTAIN THE AUTHENTICITY OF 

THE ERA BEING REPRESENTED. NO MODERN CAMPING/VEHICLES MIXED IN WITH THE 
ERA DISPLAY. 

 
NO MODERN VEHICLES IN THE DISPLAY AREA DURING EVENT HOURS. 
 
NO WEAPONS TESTING EXCEPT IN THE DESIGNATED WEAPONS TESTING AREA, PRECCEDED 

BY YELLING “FIRE IN THE HOLE!”, NO INDIVIDUAL TESTING OF WEAPONS – ALWAYS 
HAVE A BATTLE BUDDY/SAFETY OBSERVER. 

 
ALL WEAPONS TESTING MUST BE APPROVED BY THE EVENT COORDINATOR. NO FIRING AT 

NIGHT UNLESS SPECIFICALLY APPROVED BY THE EVENT COORDINATOR. 
 

NO PYROTECHNIC DEVICES ARE PERMITTED, UNLESS APPROVED BY AN EVENT COORDINA-
TOR PRIOR TO THE EVENT. 

 
NO WEAPONS OR DEVICES THAT FIRE A PROJECTILE ARE PERMITTED. 

 
NO LOADED FIREARMS EXCEPT DURING BATTLES, WEAPONS DEMOS, OR WEAPONS TESTING. 

ONLY BLANK AMMUNITION TO BE USED WHEN WEAPONS ARE LOADED. 
 

“KILL, KILL, KILL” IS THE REAL-WORLD EMERGENCY SAFETY PHRASE. 
 
REENACTORS UNDER THE AGE OF 18, BUT AT LEAST 16 YEARS OF AGE, WILL BE ALLOWED TO PAR-
TICIPATE, BUT ONLY UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OF A PARENT OR ADULT OF AT LEAST 21 
YEARS OF AGE FOR THE ENTIRETY OF THE EVENT. A PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN MUST SIGN THE 
APPROPRIATE PERMISSIONS  
 

PARTICIPANTS ARE REQUIRED TO KEEP THE CAMP AREA CLEAN OF GARBAGE, MODERN 
ITEMS SUCH AS WATER BOTTLES, COOLERS, ETC. 

 
NO DISRESPECTFUL BEHAVIOR WILL BE TOLERATED. VIOLATORS WILL BE REQUIRED TO 

LEAVE THE EVENT AND WILL BE BANNED FROM FUTURE EVENTS. 
 

UNIT COMMANDERS AND REGISTERED UNITS WILL BE HELD LIABLE FOR THE ACTIONS OF 
THEIR MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS UNDER THEIR COMMAND. POLICE YOURSELVES AC-
CORDINGLY. 

 
THE STANDARDS OF ADULT BEHAVIOR APPLIES TO BOTH INDIVIDUALS AND UNITS, AND AP-

PLIES AT EVENTS AS WELL AS PUBLIC FORUMS SUCH AS PUBLIC SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS.  
VIOLATION OF THESE RULES, PER-EVENT RULES, OR THE STANDARDS OF DECENCY, CIVIL-
ITY, AND PROFESSIONALISM WILL RESULT IN IMMEDIATE EJECTION FROM THE EVENT 
AND A BAN ON ATTENDANCE AT ALL FUTURE EVENTS.  AN EVENT BAN WILL BE REPORT-
ED TO ALL KNOWN EVENT COORDINATORS OF ALL EVENTS IN THE U.S.  WE WILL HONOR 
THE EVENT BANS ISSUED BY ALL KNOWN EVENT COORDINATORS OF ALL EVENTS IN THE 
U.S. 



The Southern Outpost   -   Summer 2019   Page 12  

 

May 11, 2019 - The Central - East Region was asked to bring a few mil-
itary vehicles to the Westgate Resorts in Kissimmee Florida to attend 
their 8th annual Military Weekend Event honoring 1500 combat veter-
ans and their families. Each soldier was given a free weekend at the re-
sort just to relax and reconnect with their families. Our club stepped up 
to the challenge and invited our Friends at WW2 Armor to join us.   We 
had 26 vehicles on the MVPA display field and WW2 Armor brought 5 
tanks (6 if you count their new T-Shirt firing tank). The 1500 Combat 
Veterans who were being honored at Westgate had a great time seeing 
our historic military vehicles and real tanks firing and maneuvering on a 
custom made obstacle course. They also got to see 2 cars being crushed 
by the tanks. As usual, the WW2 Armor group put on a first class dis-
play and the crowd loved it. Our members manned their posts near their 
vehicles and provided the nearly 15,000 visitors with the story and his-
tory of each vehicle. The event then went to the main field where the Veterans and families and everyone 
from our group received a great meal and an unbelievable concert staring Gary Sinise and the Lt Dan Band. 
Then Lee Greenwood sang his famous song, God Bless The USA, cheered on by the crowd waving thou-
sands of American Flags. We even got to hear from our Governor who received a warm welcome from the 
crowd for his unwavering support of our Military. The day ended with a fantastic fireworks display over our 
vehicles.  For those who could not be at this event, you missed something very special and we encourage 
you to come to next years show. Thanks to all who were there from the MVPA and WW2 Armor.  A special 
Thank You goes out to our new friends at the Westgate Resorts. We look forward to doing it again next 
year.  Go to the Past Events section of the club website www.flmvpa.org to see hundreds of photos from the 
event. Roger Francis 

https://www.facebook.com/FFCMVPA/photos/a.1809441282623262/2364213070479411/?type=3
http://www.flmvpa.org/2019 Westgate Resort Military Weekend/content/index_4.html
http://www.flmvpa.org/2019 Westgate Resort Military Weekend/content/index_6.html
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http://www.flmvpa.org/2019 Westgate Resort Military Weekend/content/index_6.html
http://www.flmvpa.org/2019 Westgate Resort Military Weekend/content/index_3.html
http://www.flmvpa.org/2019 Westgate Resort Military Weekend/content/index_3.html
http://www.flmvpa.org/2019 Westgate Resort Military Weekend/content/index_6.html
http://www.flmvpa.org/2019 Westgate Resort Military Weekend/content/index_6.html
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http://www.flmvpa.org/2019 Westgate Resort Military Weekend/content/index_6.html
http://www.flmvpa.org/2019 Westgate Resort Military Weekend/content/index_7.html
http://www.flmvpa.org/2019 Westgate Resort Military Weekend/content/index_2.html
http://www.flmvpa.org/2019 Westgate Resort Military Weekend/content/index_2.html
http://www.flmvpa.org/2019 Westgate Resort Military Weekend/content/index_3.html
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                                                   AROUND THE STATE 
 

 
Carry The Load  Tampa  

Carry The Load is a non-profit dedicated to providing active, meaningful ways to 
honor and celebrate the sacrifices made by our nation’s heroes  military, veterans, 

first responders and their families. 
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                                                   AROUND THE STATE 
 

 

West Central Honor Flight Induction Clearwater Fl    
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Military Museum North Florida Armed Forces Day Celebration 
Green Cove Springs Fl  
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Palatka Memorial day Parade and Show Palatka Fl 
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13th Annual City of Cocoa Memorial Day Tribute and 
Parade  
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Memorial Day parade and Memorial Day event at Bergeron Rodeo 
Grounds. Davies Fl.  
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Memorial day Parade Cape Coral Fl. Presented by 
the SWFL  Military Museum and the City of Cape 

 
 
 

 Sarasota Memorial day parade 
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Sarasota Memorial day parade Continued 
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Sanford Memorial Day Parade Sanford Fl. 
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 Sanford Memorial Day Parade Sanford Fl. Continued  
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This schedule is issued as required to inform members of upcoming events.  
A copy can also be found on the web site, FLMVPA.org. 
 
Schedule is issued by Dick Deren at d-deren@tampabay.rr.com 
Tel # 727-515-7365.  
 
Activities for the club to participate in should first go to the area coordinator for the region the activity is to 
occur in before they come here. This will put the coordinator in the loop and enable him to make decisions 
necessary to make the activity happen.  
 
Activities listed preceded with an “FYI” are informational only. For example, car shows where the club is 
not participating in as a group but may be of interest to members.  
 
Details of on going events are listed at the end of the schedule.  
 
Here is a list of Regional Coordinators and their e-mail addresses and phone numbers ( included is the 
phone number and e-mail address of our club President and Vice President ):  
 
Dave Thomas, President, 352-817-1087, 352-288-0604, halftrackdave@yahoo.com  
Dan Simmons, Vice President, 850-843-7505, aldan1@fairpoint.net 
 
Panhandle Region, Russell Deese, 229-377-1528, russell@russellsmv.com/  
                     Kevin Vislocky,  850-510-8651, Vislocky@att.net  
I-75 Corridor Region, Mark Ellis, 770-265-0223, mark_ellis@bellsouth.net 
Northern Region, Frank Cashman,  904-219-7998, nb1337@comcast.net 
                   Eric Leirvik,  904-687-8767,  leirvik@bellsouth.net, eleirvik3@gmail.com  
Central–West, Dave Thomas, 352-817-1087, 352-288-0604, halftrackdave@yahoo.com  
Central-East, Roger Francis,  407-810-7339,  rfrancis@cfl.rr.com 
Eastern Region,  Ray Giasullo  r.giasullo@yahoo.com or text 772 214-2095.   
Suncoast Region  Doug Suzukovich, 813-361-7849, suzunbc@gmail.com 
Southeastern Region, Fred Perkins, 954-434-8747, perk51@att.net  
 
If the FFC contact on an activity is other than the above persons, their e-mail and phone will be listed with 
the event. Regional Coordinator’s e-mail and phone # will not be listed on every event.  
****** in front of a listing indicates a new item on the schedule.  
 
 

  

UPCOMING SCHEDULED EVENTS 
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.  
                                               
 
 
 

 
 
                No Info 
 

 
.  
******FFC Event 4 thru 6 October 2019-Friday thru Sunday. FFC’s Fall Military Vehicle Show and 
Swap Meet   Hosted by First Florida Chapter of the MVPA and World War 2 Armor. Museum of North Flor-
ida 1 Bunker Ave, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043-8310  For No Charge, your vehicle can be displayed, but 
it will not be judged. For $20.00, you vehicle will be displayed and judged. and you will receive an event tee 
shirt.  Awards will be given to the top vehicles in the following categories: “President’s Pick”, “Best Dis-
play”, and the “Top Ten”.  WWII Battle Reenactments and Weapons Demonstrations will take place Satur-
day and Sunday. Battles will be at 1 PM Saturday and Sunday.  A Muzzle Flash photo opportunity with the 
tanks firing will be available late Friday and Saturday afternoon, just before sunset. Vendors: spaces located 
adjacent to the vehicle parking area are available. Spaces are 18’x25’and cost $35.00. Spaces are assigned 
on arrival; first come, first serve. Contact Frank Cashman, 904-219-7998, nb1337@comcast.net/ for more 
information 
                                                                        
 

 
 
 
                                                                        NO INFO 

OPERATIONS SCHEDULE  -  Northern 
 

OPERATIONS SCHEDULE  -  Panhandle   

OPERATIONS SCHEDULE  -  I75 Corridor   
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August 10, 2019 - Venetian Bay in New Smyrna Beach.  We are holding a back to school block party 

called Touch A Truck Day (flyer attached) on 8/10/19 from 10am-1pm where there will be various large ve-

hicles on display for kids to touch and learn about.  Picture VCFD HazMat, NSBPD MRAP, FHP, cranes, 

etc.  We will also have a live DJ, food trucks and bounce houses and will market it to the entire area, not just 

Venetian Bay, so we hope to have a great turn-out.  As with the events we’ve hosted before, there is no fee 

for vendors or visitors. FFC Contact - Roger Francis - rfracis@cfl.rr.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
FFC Event 4 thru 6 October 2019-Friday thru Sunday. FFC’s Fall Military Vehicle Show and Swap 
Meet   Hosted by First Florida Chapter of the MVPA and World War 2 Armor. Museum of North Florida 1 
Bunker Ave, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043-8310  For No Charge, your vehicle can be displayed, but it will 
not be judged. For $20.00, you vehicle will be displayed and judged. and you will receive an event tee 
shirt.  Awards will be given to the top vehicles in the following categories: “President’s Pick”, “Best Dis-
play”, and the “Top Ten”.  WWII Battle Reenactments and Weapons Demonstrations will take place Saturday 
and Sunday. Battles will be at 1 PM Saturday and Sunday.  A Muzzle Flash photo opportunity with the tanks 
firing will be available late Friday and Saturday afternoon, just before sunset. Vendors: spaces located adja-
cent to the vehicle parking area are available. Spaces are 18’x25’and cost $35.00. Spaces are assigned on ar-
rival; first come, first serve. Contact Frank Cashman, 904-219-7998, nb1337@comcast.net/ for more infor-
mation 

OPERATIONS SCHEDULE  -  Central - East Region 
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.  
                                                                  

 

 

                                                                         No Info 

 
On Saturday, June 29th, the Plantation Historical Museum at 511 N. Fig Tree Lane, Plantation, FL 33317 is 
having a?? special tribute to honor all veterans in conjunction with the museum's 60's themed exhibit. The 
tribute will be from 1pm to 4:30pm. We plan to participate with military vehicles on display, focusing (but 
not strictly) on the Vietnam era. Those who are not going directly to the museum are welcome to convoy 
from my workshop at noon. 
 
South East Region Thursday, July 4th is the big City of Plantation Independence Day parade (down 
Broward Blvd.).  The parade steps off at 9am, so we must be staged absolutely no later than 8:30am at the 
Westgate Shopping Center (NW corner of US 441 and Broward Blvd).  If you are interested in convoying to 
the setup area, a number of us will be leaving from my workshop at 8:00am sharp.  Otherwise, meet us at 
the set-up area.  This is a long (distance wise) parade and well-attended!  It is likely, but not certain, that we 
are going to the Davie 4th Celebration, which usually occurs right after the parade.  I will send an update 
when the event is organized. FCC Con Fred Perkins, 954-434-8747, perk51@att.net  
 
Fred Perkins 
Southeastern Regional Coordinator, First Florida Chapter -- MVPA 
(954) 434-8747 eve's?? [Contact me if you have any difficulty reaching other contact individuals listed]. 
(954) 647-4799 cell on the day of the event only. 
 
PS. 
Remember that our group used to meet on most Friday nights (weather permitting) for more than 20 years in 
conjunction with a local car show, which was formerly known as the Tower Shops Car Show.?? The show 
has moved again, most recently to the NE corner of Pines Blvd and Hiatus Road.?? Unfortunately, it is now 
every other week and the area is small and crowded.?? We have suspended our participation until further 
notice.   
 

 
 
 
 

FCC/ Eastern Region Stuart Airshow 1-3 Nov More to follow FCC Con Douglas Suzukovich 

OPERATIONS SCHEDULE  -  South East 
 

OPERATIONS SCHEDULE  -  Central West  

OPERATIONS SCHEDULE  -  Eastern 
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OPERATIONS SCHEDULE  -  Suncoast Region 

  
 
 
 
 
 
*******Suncoast region Saturday 27 July 2019 Community Kickoff for Army SPC Michael Monthervil 
Hosted by Homes for our Troops 930 AM to 1 PM 2 to 3 Vehicles. We will Convoy with SPC Michael Mon-
thervil in one of our vehicles to Firehouse Cultural Center, 101 1st Ave NE, Ruskin, FL 33570 for the welcoming 
ceremony and vehicles will go on display. FCC Con Douglas Suzukovich 813-361-7849  
Join us as we Kick Off the building of Army SPC Michael Monthervil's specially adapted, custom home. Cere-
mony will be followed by an opportunity to meet Michael and have lunch.  
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m  
RSVP for this free event www.hfotusa.org/monthervil  
 
*******Suncoast Region Saturday 3 Aug 2019 Static display 3 to 9 Pm Tampa Bay Jeep Fest - Show & 
Shine Hosted by Tampa Bay Jeep Fest and American Outlaw Benefiting HopeDriven 
www.HopeDriven.org. Quaker Steak and Lube (Clearwater, FL)10400 49th St N, Clearwater, Florida 33762 We 
have 15 slots so bring your MB, GPW, M38, M38A1, M151 series, M715 series, M998 and yes M35A2. Period 
Uniforms a plus. Let’s give the Mall cruiser crowd a history lesson in the process. We also will be in several tro-
phy Classes at the same time. On Aug 4th event moves to the Jeep ranch. participation is optional at additional 
cost. FCC Con Douglas Suzukovich suzunbc@gmail.com or call /text 813-361-7849  
Day 1- Location: Quaker Steak & Lube Clearwater ,Over 300 + Jeeps, Vendors, Raffle, DJ and More  
Day 2- Off Roading Rally Location: The Jeep Ranch Time: 10am-5pmRegistration- $30 per Jeep  
(Rate increases July 9th)  
 
Suncoast Region 10 Aug 2019 Saturday , Static display, Honor Flight at Home Suncoast hospice 10:30am-
3:00pm 5771roosevelt blvd clearwater fl 337760 FCC con Troy Corbin +17274153159 or 
t.corbin88@yahoo.com  
 
********* Suncoast Region Saturday 31 Aug 2019 Static display 11AM to 2 PM, First Florida Chap-ter of 
the MVPA 3rd Quarter Business Meeting Mission BBQ 1504 W Brandon Blvd, Brandon, FL 33511. Suncoast 
Region will be hosting this gathering of the Club leadership. So Bring your vehicles and join Dave Thomas the 
Club President for Lunch/ 3rd quarter meeting for club updates and discussion of is-sues. While we are there, we 
will have our vehicles on display to the public. We will have 15 spaces for our vehicles more if needed. Trailer 
parking is available. RSVP FCC Con Douglas Suzukovich su-zunbc@gmail.com or call 813-361-7849  
 
Suncoast Region Sunday 1 September 2019 Static Display 8 to 11 Pm WWAR ALIVE RIDE   
Hosted By Wounded Warriors Abilities Ranch and the City of Pinellas Park, Florida. England Broth-
ers Park 5010 81st Ave N, Pinellas Park, FL 33781  
Free Event come out and enjoy the day!!! A Fun Bike Ride through the City of Pinellas Park  
5K Fun Run 5K Fun Walk around the Park. Live Music Yoga Demos Wheelchair Basketball Demos, 
Wheelchair Rugby Demos, Children games / Bounce house, BBQ and Refreshments  
FCC Con Troy Corbin +17274153159 or t.corbin88@yahoo.com 
 
7 Sep 2019 Suncoast Region Static Display 9 Am to 12 Noon Inaugural Sarasota POW-MIA-OREE Service 
Event at the Sarasota National Cemetery 9810 State Rd 72 Sarasota Fl 34241 This is the only event that an-
nually live reads all the names of all the soldiers interred in our National Cemeteries and when finished places a 
custom challenge coin on the headstones of all the soldiers for their families (as a keepsake) to represent that "No 
Soldier Should Ever Be Forgotten". All in support of National POW-MIA Remem-brance Day. FCC Con Doug-
las Suzukovich suzunbc@gmail.com 0r 813-361-7849  
Since its inaugural year in 2014 (at the South Florida National Cemetery), this event has gained the respect of our 
Veterans, their families, Elected Officials, Military Service Men & Women, Local Service Providers and the Gen-
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OPERATIONS SCHEDULE  -  Suncoast Region 
 
 
11 September 2019-Wednesday evening. Suncoast Region. Static Display. Annual 9-11 Remembrance Cere-
mony at Sims Park, New Port Richey, FL. More information to follow. FCC Con Dick Deren d-
deren@tampabay.rr.com – (727) 515-7365  
 
14 Sep 2019 Saturday 8 am to 5 Pm Suncoast Region Static Display Suncoast Jeep Festival 2019 Sara-sota 
County Fairgrounds and Robarts Arena 3000 Ringling Blvd Sarasota, Florida 34237 Suncoast Jeep Fes-tival is an 
annual family-oriented event, and the proceeds and charitable contributions will be used to support local area 
charities – The Academy at Glengary, Mission 22, Off-Road United Foundation, and Bridge a Life. The Suncoast 
Jeep Festival will be a 2 day event including: local and national Jeep vendors, food ven-dors, games and activi-
ties and some amazing raffle prizes. There will be an obstacle course for Jeepers and an RTI ramp for measuring 
your Jeep’s flex. We will have a moment of silence to recognize those military, police and firefighters who lost 
their lives for their community and country. FCC Con Douglas Suzukovich suzunbc@gmail.com or 813-361-
7849  
 
14 Sept 2019 Saturday Suncoast Region, Static display, Honor Flight Induction Suncoast hospice  10:30am
-3:00pm 5771roosevelt blvd clearwater fl 337760 FCC con Troy Corbin +17274153159 or 
t.corbin88@yahoo.com  
 
Suncoast Region Static Display 28 Sept 2019 HCVHV GOLF Tournament 2019 Summerfield Cross-ings 
Golf Club 13050 Summerfield Blvd, Riverview, Florida. Hillsbough County Veterans Helping Veterans annual 
Golf tournament fund raiser. 5 to 6 vehicles all eras and living history displays FFC Con Douglas Su-zukovich 
suzunbc@gmail.com or Mike O'Dell/VVA mikehelpsvets@gmail.com  
 
FFC Event 4 thru 6 October 2019-Friday thru Sunday. FFC’s Fall Military Vehicle Show and Swap Meet  
Hosted by First Florida Chapter of the MVPA and World War 2 Armor. Museum of North Florida 1 Bunker 
Ave, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043-8310 For No Charge, your vehicle can be displayed, but it will not be 
judged. For $20.00, you vehicle will be displayed and judged. and you will receive an event tee shirt. Awards will 
be given to the top vehicles in the following categories: “President’s Pick”, “Best Display”, and the “Top Ten”. 
WWII Battle Reenactments and Weapons Demonstrations will take place Saturday and Sun-day. Battles will be 
at 1 PM Saturday and Sunday. A Muzzle Flash photo opportunity with the tanks firing will be available late Fri-
day and Saturday afternoon, just before sunset. Vendors: Both covered and uncov-ered spaces located adjacent to 
the vehicle parking area are available. Outside spaces are 18’x25’and cost $35.00. Covered spaces, with two ta-
bles, are 12’x15’ and cost $45.00. Spaces are assigned on arrival; first come, first serve. Contact Frank Cashman, 
904-219-7998, nb1337@comcast.net/ for more information  
 
******12 Oct 2019 Saturday Suncoast Region, Static display, Honor Flight Induction Suncoast hos-pice t 
10:30am-3:00pm 5771roosevelt blvd clearwater fl 337760 FCC con Troy Corbin +17274153159 or 
t.corbin88@yahoo.com  
 
FFC/Suncoast Region 1-3 November 2019 Static Display Punta Gorda Airshow 15 to 20 Vehicles of all Eras 
FCC Con Douglas Suzukovich 813-361-7849 or su-zunbc@gmail.com More to follow  
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OPERATIONS SCHEDULE  -  Suncoast Region 
 
 
14 December 2019-Saturday Night, Suncoast Region. New Port Richey Christmas Parade.  
More information to follow. Fcc Con Dick Deren d-deren@tampabay.rr.com – (727) 515-7365  
 
Suncoast Region 14 December Pinellas Park Christmas Parade Supporting Wounded Warriors     
Abilities Ranch Meet at the shopping center at Park Blvd. and US 19, in the east side of the parking lot. 
FFC Con: FCC Con Douglas Suzukovich suzunbc@gmail.com 813-361-7849 
 
Saturday 16 May 2020 Static Display Carry the Load 5K Ruck/Walk Vietnam Veteran Pin-ning Cere-
mony. Water Works Park Tampa 1710 N Highland Ave, Tampa, Florida 33602. Set up 8 am T Carry the load 
Tampa and Florida4Warriors are cosponsors of the event. They will have a 5K Ruck/Walk down the Tampa 
Riverfront. The walk is FREE and will be followed by live entertainment, food, and family friendly activities. So 
plan to stay for just a bit or all day - either way, we got you covered. This is our chance to hon-or and celebrate 
the sacrifices made by our nation’s heroes military, law enforcement, firefighters and first responders. Please 
RSVP if you are attending as space is limited to 5 VehiclesFCC Con Douglas Suzu-kovich 813-361-7849 or su-
zunbc@gmail.com  
 
Suncoast Region Saturday 28 Mar 2020 Static Display Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans 2020 Hosted by 
Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Punta Gorda Fl. April 2020 will mark the 45th anniversary of the end of the 
Vietnam War for America. Only a handful of cities and towns have honored the Vietnam Veterans with the 
“Welcome Home” they deserved after the way they were treated by the general public on their re-turn from only 
“doing their job” as they were called to do. As of 2018 the Vietnam Veterans are passing at a faster rate than the 
surviving WWII Veterans because of “Agent Orange” complications. So lets give them the “Welcome Home” 
they so richly deserve. On Saturday, March 28 2020, we will honor them with a parade and a ceremony at the 
Vietnam Wall of Southwest Florida, located in beautiful Punta Gorda, Florida. The ceremony will be followed A 
Special Concert by the One and Only Lee Greenwood. FCC Con TBD  
 
The Suncoast Region meets on the last Thursday of each month at the Quaker Steak and Lube Res-
taurant, 49th Street ( where 49th Street meets US 19), Pinellas Park, FL. In conjunction with their Thursday 
night car show. FFC Con: Doug Suzukovich, 813-361-7849, suzunbc@gmail.com  
 
Suncoast Region-The first Thursday of every month the Roamin’ Oldies Car Show, Winn Dixie Park-ing 
Lot, 252 Harbor Village Lane, Apollo Beach, FL. For a Suncoast Region club meeting for members in Hills-
borough and Polk Counties who can not make the Quaker Steak and Lube meetings on the last Thursday of each 
month in Pinellas Park. FFC CON: Doug Suzukovich, 813-361-7849, suzunbc@gmail.com  

mailto:suzunbc@gmail.com
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Associate Members 
These businesses support YOUR club; please support them when 

you are in need of the service they provide. 

Member Classified Ads 

 
M101A2 History is unknown, title is clean. The trailer is extremely clean with very little to no rust on the 
frame or body. Trailers tires, bearings, and axle are all in operational order. 
Asking: $3000obo  Contact Dustin Koppold  321.474.2352 
Dkoppold@taloncorporate.com 

 
 



The Southern Outpost   -   Summer 2019   Page 33  

 

53M38A1 Cillian style Willys Jeep with everything needed to be road compliant, blinker, seatbelt, horn, 
etc. In very good condition with only 5007 miles on the engine/transmission. Winch and tow bar on the 
front of the vehicle. This has been converted to a 12 V system. CB radio and PA system is in working 
order as well. Asking: $15,000.00 
obo  Contact Dustin Koppold  321.474.2352 
 
Dkoppold@taloncorporate.com 
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