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First Florida Chapter 
Military Vehicle Preservation Association 

Established in 1976, the non-profit MVPA is dedicated to providing an international 
organization for military vehicle enthusiasts, historians, preservationists and  

collectors interested in the acquisition, restoration, preservation, safe operation and 
public education of historic military transport 

The Southern Outpost   Summer 2022 
The Quarterly Newsletter of the First Florida Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association 

CONTENTS 

Vice President's Report, including intro and Bios      
 of new Board members 

Minutes of June Membership Meeting 

Associate Members Information / Advertisements 

Upcoming Events—4 Month Look ahead 

Past Events—Refer to Facebook and Web pages  

FORMS: Fillable Application Form                          
 (email attachment) 

FFC-MVPA Board Members 

President (interim): Frank Coppola    908-391-8809 

      f.coppola@coppolabrothersllc.com 
                   

Vice President:  Eric Leirvik  904-687-8767 

      eleirvik3@gmail.com 

  

Treasurer:  Bridget Leirvik   904-813-1187 
      leirvik@bellsouth.net 

 

Secretary:  Stan Kinmonth   904-276-1418 
      stantr6@comcast.net 

 

At-Large (interim):  Alvin Hughes   321-747-6525 
       alvinhughes@bellsouth.net 

 

FFC-MVPA Officers 

Webmaster:  Erik Wiborg 
 

Facebook Administrator:  Doug Suzukovich 
 

Newsletter: (interim) Stan Kinmonth 
 

Regional Coordinators: 
     Panhandle - Russell Deese 
     Northern—Joseph Lorentzson 
     Central-West—Dave Thomas 
     Spacecoast—(interim) Doug Suzukovich 
     Suncoast—Doug Suzukovich 

     Eastern—Ray Giasullo  
     Southeast—Fred Perkins 

 Note: Regions are delineated and    
Coordinator contact information    

provided on the 2-page form               
accompanying this newsletter 

2022 Dues are DUE. 
 

Thanks to those that paid. 
 

Even if renewing, please use the 
current application form sent with 
this newsletter and send it to the 

Secretary, so the Roster can  
remain current. 

 

MEETING NOTICE 
 

The first Quarterly  
meeting since July 2021 

was  held on June 25 2022   
at the  

Road To Victory  
Military Museum  

in Stuart, FL 
 

The Board is 
Requesting suggestions  

for a  
Fall meeting venue in the  

Suncoast Region 

 

Target date:  Sept. 24 
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Vice President’s Report 

2nd QTR President Letter 
 

As acting President for the First Florida Chapter, I am happy to announce the selection of 
two interim board members. Mr. Frank Coppola and Mr. Alvin Hughes.  During the past 
6 months, the board has been addressing the vacancies within the club, getting an interac-
tive website established and working on finalizing the clubs By-laws. 
 
Looking ahead, we are going to focus on the most important section of the FFC, Area 
Coordinators. Hands down, the Area Coordinators make this club what is and what it’s 
going to be.  We have some more work to do, but many hands make light work. Your 
continued participation is appreciated and if anyone is interested in coming on board in 
any capacity, please let us know.  
 
I want to thank everyone for their continued support during the past 6 months. The 4th of 
July is upon us and I want you to enjoy time with family and friends and remember what 
has made this country great.  
 

Eric L. Leirvik 
VP FFC MVPA 

 

Post Script: 

The following three pages include my letter to membership emailed June 30, 2022 and 

the Bio for Mr. Frank Coppola, Interim President, and Mr. Alvin Hughes, interim            
At-Large Board member 



The Southern Outpost   -   Summer 2022 Page 3 

 



The Southern Outpost   -   Summer 2022 Page 4 

 



The Southern Outpost   -   Summer 2022 Page 5 

 



The Southern Outpost   -   Summer 2022 Page 6 

 

Minutes From June 2022 Membership Meeting 

First Florida Chapter – MVPA 
Minutes – 2nd Quarter General Membership meeting 
Date:  25 June, 2022  
Location:  Road To Victory Military Museum, Stuart, FL 
  

The Zoom meeting was started at 12:59pm. 
The meeting was called to order at 13:00 by Chapter President (Acting) Eric Leirvik. 
There were 14 members present and 7 members on the Zoom call in attendance. 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation. 

  
The meeting followed the agenda forwarded to membership the evening of Wednesday, 
22 June. 
  
President:   
 The meeting began with President (acting) Eric Leirvik thanked Ray Giasullo of 
the museum for hosting the meeting AND providing lunch.  He went on to state this was 
our first attempt to conduct a meeting with Zoom attendees, and to expect some issues 
(which there were).  With Secretary Stan Kinmonth, the items listed on the agenda were 
to be presented. 
 
Treasurer: 
 The agenda order was changed by having the Treasurer’s report next.  Treasurer 
Bridget Leirvik had a breakdown of income and expenses for anyone who wanted to re-
view it (no one did).  She also addressed that the new web page has an on-line store to 
purchase merchandise and on-line membership and renewal capabilities.   The store will 
also accept payment for the M1 Carbine raffle tickets. 
 
Rally: 
 The first item, presented by Stan Kinmonth, regarded upcoming events.  The 
2023 Winter Rally will be the weekend of 25 and 26 February, with set-up day the 24th.  
The Florida Forrest Festival in Perry, usually supported by the chapter, is having a field 
trip day the Friday before the parade, expecting 1000 school children to attend for an 
educational experience.  We may attempt such an event in February and adjust set-up 
accordingly – just an idea at this point.  Also, Eric and Stan, along with two representa-
tives of WW2Armor, met with Dan Simmons of Perry, Fl.  The idea of incorporating a 
FFC type event with the annual festival in Perry has been around for some time.  The 
meeting was to show the WW2Armor reps what the Perry site had to offer.  WW2Armor 
will conduct a recon by participating in the 2022 festival parade with one piece of 
wheeled equipment. 
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 - continued - 
 

Club Insurance: 
 Secretary Stan Kinmonth, who obtained the event insurance for the February 
2021 Rally (with a referral to an agent recommended by WW@Armor), which was 
again utilized for the Fall 2021 event in Zephyrhills, was able to locate another, less 
costly source for the March 2022 Rally.  Both policies have similar restrictions 
which have been discussed before (aviation a separate event - not part of ours,  
vehicles not driving around, not giving rides, tightened security re. weapons and  
ammo, etc.) 
 
It was further clarified that the liability policy protects the FFC-MVPA, not any  
individual member, and it is only in force for events sponsored by the FFC-MVPA.  
Since the club is now paying for coverage, along with a certificate of coverage going 
to the co-insured (city, venue owner, etc.) will be given a list of the members and  
approved guests attending / participating in the event. 
 
Finally, as stated above, these policies come with restrictions.  Those planning and 
working any FFC-MVPA event must be familiar with and adhere to those re-
strictions.  Continued insurability is at risk.   The loss would effectively prohibit any 
future events, as more and more venues, municipalities, etc. require such coverage 
 
Bylaws: 
 A 12th Bylaw revision began in 2021, but halted in favor of counteracting the 
shenanigans some created within the election process, followed by the resignation of 
Dave Thomas as president.  The current 11th version, a collection of patches, contains 
conflicts and outdated definitions.  Shortly after returning to discussions about the 
bylaws, Stan Kinmonth learned, from two separate sources, of the Small Business 
Development Council (SBDC), a free service for small businesses AND 501(C)3  
organizations.  Eric and Stan have thus far had two conferences with SBDC repre-
sentatives.  Perhaps the most important thing we learned is the IRS requires 501(C)3 
organizations to have a formal “Conflict of Interest Policy” – we haven’t had one, 
but we now have an example and will have our own soon.  All officers will be re-
quired to sign a statement that they have read, understand, and will comply with the 
policy requirements.  A Policies and Procedures manual was strongly recommended; 
with the bylaws written a bit loose and referring to that manual for the details.  Other 
recommendations were: term limits, vetting candidates, 5 board members (odd num-
ber), clarify officer roles – what each can do themselves (duties) and what needs ap-
proval of the Board.  Finally, we were referred to other organizations for ideas. 
 
The Board will begin a new draft, along with draft Policy and Procedures Manual, 
the Conflict of Interest Policy, and the Compliance statement.  When all are complet-
ed, they will be reviewed by the SBDC, then by an attorney.  If any revisions are 
needed, they will be made.  It will then be signed by appropriate Board officers, 
making it the new current Bylaws, and disseminated to members in good standing.   
. 
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 - continued - 
 

Within the Bylaws discussion is the recognition of the need for a President and a 5th 
Board member.  The recommendation to somehow vet candidates is being discussed.  
Suggestions for the 5th Board member are being discussed. 
 
Member Bob Neely brought up two points:  The idea of the club sponsoring scholar-
ships as one means of maintaining the not-for-profit and 501(C)3 status.  A Charitable 
trust may be required if we do so, to check with Florida’s requirements.  The other point 
was to see if an antitrust policy is required. 
 
Web Page: 
 The development of a new web page, started and then stopped over a year ago, 
has been revived and is up and running.  Member Alexander Watkins (regretting inabil-
ity to attend in person), asked Eric to describe the new page.  Eric told all in attendance, 
at a computer or on a phone, to go ffcmvpa.org and look it over. Several did so as Eric 
explained the various pages and the current and upcoming capability.  We reported that 
merchandise has already been purchased and a new member has joined and paid via 
that web page.  Soon, it will have an interactive event calendar in calendar format, 
among other things.  Ultimately, we would like each region to have its’ own calendar.   
The Board has decided, once the web page is complete, to turn it over to a hosting ser-
vice to maintain.  Other clubs do this at an approximate cost of $500/year.  We will seek 
proposals before signing a contract. 

 
 Rally Fund Raiser – Rifle Raffle: 
The sale of rifle raffle tickets has been a major fund raiser; off setting much of the cost 
associated with the rally.  All members are requested to support the raffle 
 
Stan Kinmonth reported the club purchased and received this week an M1 Carbine, bar-
rel dated 5-44, manufactured by Inland Division of General Motors.  The cosmoline 
was cleaned away, the wood was cleaned, paint marks and sticker residue removed, and 
minor dents were steamed out.  It was then lightly (400 grit) sanded – there was no car-
touche or other stampings in the wood, likely replaced somewhere along the line.  It 
was then coated with Japan Dryer, wiped down, and oiled. Member Joseph Lorentzson 
visited while it was disassembled, saw the bore and commented how good the bore was.   
 
Some members purchased tickets, other took some to sell.  Tickets can be paid for via 
the web page – tickets will be mailed to the purchaser. 
 

Other topics introduced at the meeting: 

Bob Neely conveyed Fred Perkins’ offer to host a quarterly meeting in the Southeast re-

gion. 

Ray Giasullo proposed hosting an event at the nearby Stuart airport. 
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- continued - 

 
 
Mentioned above, the new Bylaws will refer to a policies and procedures manual.  That 

manual will address the Zoom operator’s duties, how meetings are conducted, etc. 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 2:10 p.m.  
Minutes prepared and submitted by:  
  
_______/S/_____________________/  27 June 2021  
Stan A. Kinmonth  
FFC-MVPA Secretary  

Accompanying this newsletter is a fillable pdf Application and Renewal form . 
 
Please copy the form to your computer or tablet and use it when renewing, ei-
ther by saving the completed form and emailing it or printing it and send it 
with payment via the US Postal system.   
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Associate Members 
These businesses support YOUR club; please support them when 

you are in need of the service they provide. 



The Southern Outpost   -   Summer 2022 Page 11 

 

Upcoming Events—Next Four Months 

 

FFC-MVPA Sponsored—None 
 
FFC-MVPA Endorsed 
21 and 22 October, 2022—Florida Forrest Festival, Perry, FL.    
Static Displays Friday for School children followed by dinner.       
Parade Saturday morning  followed by static display and lunch.    
Hotels: 

 

        Holiday Inn Express, $112.99 per night plus tax.                
   Phone 850-584-3200 

 Hampton Inn, room rate $96.00 per night plus tax                    
   Phone 850-223-3000.  

 Ask for “Military Vehicle Room Block”                                  
                POC: Dan Simmons 850-584-8147  

July 23, 2022—Jacksonville Sharks Arena Football Game.  Need 3 
Jeeps for display  at 5:30pm, Game is at 7:05pm.  POC: Mark Hoop-
er, 305-393-5474 
 
July 27, 2022—Korean War Remembrance Day, Mission BBQ in  
Orange Park.  10:00am Static display.  POC Joseph Lorentzson,  
904-923-0341 
 
August 8 and 23, 2022—Military Appreciation at the Jacksonville 
Jumbo Shrimp baseball game.  Need 3 to 5 vehicles  for 5:30pm dis-
play, game is at 7:05pm.  POC: Mark Hooper,  305-393-5474 
 
September 22, 2022—Military Appreciation at the Jacksonville 
Jumbo Shrimp baseball game.  Need 3 to 5 vehicles  for 5:30pm dis-
play, game is at 7:05pm.  POC: Mark Hooper,     305-393-5474 
 
—Continued — 
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Upcoming Events—Next Four Months 
Continued 

Other Events of Interest 
 
Northern Region: 
 
Every 2nd Saturday—Caffeine & Octane Cruise-In , 8:00-11:00am,  
The Avenues Mall, Jacksonville POC: Stan Kinmonth 904-276-1418 
 
Every 3rd Saturday—PDQ Cruise-In, PDQ Chicken, SR13 at       
Racetrack Road, St. Johns County, FL 
 
October 1, 2022—”Cruzin to the Creek” Car Show, by the First Coast 
Car Council, benefiting Ronald McDonald House, Trout Creek Marina 
and Memorial Park, SR 13, St. Johns County.  $25.00 registration.           
POC: Stan & Lily Kinmonth  904-276-1418. 
 

FOR MORE UPCOMING EVENTS 
PLEASE REFER TO THE  

OPS SCHEDULE 
 

GOING FORWARD, PLEASE SUBMIT UPCOMING 
EVENTS TO THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

AT stantr6@comcast.net 
 

ULTIMATELY, THEY WILL BE POSTED ON 
THE CALENDAR PAGE OF THE NEW  

WWW.FFCMVPA.ORG  
WEB PAGE 


